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proposed as a position to protect the approach to London from Suffolk or Essex, the right protected by the Thames, the river Eoding in front. An enemy must either force the passage of the river at or near Ilford, or endeavour to turn it by moving by his right to Epping. This would procure delay, and involve him in a difficult country. On the 4th we proceeded through Chelmsford to Colchester. To the right of Chelmsford are the Danbury and Purleigh heights. The country from London to Colchester in general is flat. I saw nothing like feature except at Chelmsford and Colchester, but the whole is extremely enclosed; the enclosures are strong, and to observe anything you must get upon the top of the churches. On the ground it appears like a continued wood. I dined with General Balfour the day I arrived at Colchester. Next day (Thursday), the 5th, I waited on Sir William Howe, and dined with him. He is still stout, and takes a great deal of exercise; his manners are plain and unaffected; he has the appearance of being, and I am told is, one of the best-tempered men possible. On the 6th (Friday) we rode to Major Hay's house at Claydon, a small village near Ipswich. I remained there till Monday with Hay and his wife, a cheerful, sensible woman; they have six daughters, the education and forming of whom is Mrs. Hay's employment and amusement. This family is a picture of virtue and domestic happiness. On Monday we proceeded to Woodbridge, and dined with the officers of the Mounted Artillery. On Tuesday, Major Judgeson, who commanded them, took out the troops to exercise; they have seven pieces of ordnance, viz. one 12-pounder, four 6-pounders, and two 5 -|-inch howitzers. This was the first mounted artillery I had seen. I can conceive of nothing in higher order than this troop. It is a great improvement, and great advantage may be derived from the celerity with which they move.
On Tuesday night we slept at Saxnmndham, and on "Wednesday proceeded to Lowestoft and Yarmouth. The road from Ipswich gradually draws nearer to the coast till it drops down to it near Lowestoft. It presents no feature but enclosure, except from Woodbridge to the coast at